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Isa1an, Chap. I. v. 26. 


And I will Reſtore thy Judges as at the firſt, 
and thy Counſellors as at the beginning: af- 
terward thou fhalt be call d, The City of 
Righteouſneſs, The Faithful City. 


HE Prophetick Promiſe which js in theſe 
Words made to the Jews, looks very like 


the Double Bleſſing which our Countr 
receiv'd from Heaven on this Day : bot 


Extraordinary, and both moſt Auſpicious; the happy 
Reſtoration and Re-Eſtabliſhment of the known . 


Forms, both of Our Government and Worſhip, 
B | 0 


Houſe of Convocation. 
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Verſe 10. 


Verſe 13. 


Verſe 14. 


Verſe 15. 


of "Aftient Monarchy, and Primitive Religion. 
And to make this Scripture more applicable to 
Our preſent Purpoſe, the Prophet ſeems to deſcribe 
the Condition of that People, both as to Church and 
Statg/ as much the famg with that theſe: Nations 
were in for, many Yes, till this happy Day. At 
the 2d. Verſe he appcals to Heaven, and Earth, and 
complains of their monſtrous Rebellion, their black 
Ingratitude, and profligate Iniquity. At the 57% 


Verſe; He la ments the neffectualneſs of all God's Me- 


= 


thods both of Judgment and Mercy to reclaim 'em; 
They grew worſe for Mercies, and were harden'd 
by Judgments. Upon which we ſee, v. 7. their De- 
plorable Condition, Jour Conntry.is left deſolate, your 


Cities are burnt with Fire, your Land Strangers devour 


in your Preſence, and it is deſolate, as,overthrown by 
Strangers. Farther, We may-ſce him with a pitiful Eye 
expoſtulating both with Rulers and People, of their 
abſurd Hypocrifie; and in the midit of their Sins, of 
their wild, and bold Pretences to Religion: God 
was weary of their Sacrifices and abominated their 
Sabbaths, his Soul hated their app:inted Feaſts, their 
Solemn Aſſemblies, and loathed their many+\Prayers'; 
And he gives the;Reaſoa, for it, Fox their Hands were 
full of Bod. With the like Melancholy we ſee its 
Miſery ſurther deſcribed, v. 21. (of which, if our 
Fathers had not ſmarted under the like, poſſibly. We 
ſhould not have been able to have ſorm'd any tolera- 
ble Idea, Vom i the Fauhful City become an Harlot? 
It "was full, of, Judgment, "Righteouſneſs lodg'd in it; 
but now Murgerers. Thy, Princes are Rebellious, and 
Companions of Thieves; Every; one loveth Gifts, 


655 neithe doth the Cauſe f the 
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and, Folopeth, after. Rewards; I hey juage not the Fa- 
e idaw comp unto. 


erefere, Saith-4he, Lord; the Lord of Hoſts, 
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_ the Lower Houſe of Convocation. 3 
the mighty One of Iſrael, Ah, I will eaſe me of mine Ad- 


verſaries, and avenge me of mine Enemies. .- But even 
yer, through the Almighty Mercy, it ſeems there was 
fill Room for Repentance; there were ſome Loyal left, 
ſome few among the many bad, for whom better 
things were referved, and to whom the Promile of the 
Text was made, for whole Sake the Nation was 
not deſtroy d. Except the Lord of Hoſts had left unto Us Ver. $. 
a very ſmall Remnant, We ſhould have been as Sodom, and 
Me ſhould have been like unto Gommorah, But obſerve the 
Infinite Mercy; Iwill reſtore thy Judges as at the firſt, and 
thy Counſellours as at the beginning: afterwards thou ſhali 
be call'd the City of Righteouſneſs, the Faithful City. 

A too great Reſemblance this, God knows, of theſe 
three Kingdoms Calamities, I may ſay of our Guilt, 
before this Bleſſed Day of Reſtoration, and qur Deli- 

verance from the Calamities ; our Indemnity from the 
Guilt by means of this Day. It would be but a very Me- 
lancholy Enquiry, an Employment fitter for a Day of 
Humilation, than for fo great a Feſtival, ſhould We 
any farther ſearch into, and compare our Diſtempers, 
and Diſtractions with theſe here of the Jews, than fo 

far as is neceſſary to make Us ſenſible of the Happineſs 

of our Recovery ; but thus much, I fear, muſt be 


done, it being a Symptom always Fatal, not to fee! 
: the Danger of our Diſeaſe. | 

Give me leave then to remind You, that great Mer- 
7 cies deſerve perpetual Remembrance, rho? this is always 
F accompany*d with an unpleaſing Reflection on the Mi- 
2 ſeries that wanted theſe Mercies, and on the Sins that oc- 
. caſionꝰd thoſe Calamiries. Vet if ever our Nation re- 
2 ceiv'd a Bleſſing from Heaven, ſurely this was One; if 
* the particular diſtinguiſhing Care of Providence in Re- 
ay ſertling Government, if the Re-eſtabliſhing the known 
% Form of it, if the recalling Baniſhed Religion, and a 


B 2 Churc 


—_—— 


A Fermi Preachd before 


"Church Catholick in its Doctrine, and Primitive in 
its Diſcipline, be ſome of the Choiceſt Favours of Hea- 
ven, then theſe we have been eminently bleſſed with; 
and ſurely nothing leſs than the ſame Apt Word, 
that firſt call'd Light out of Darkneſs, could, from 
ſuch a Maſs of Anarchy and. Confuſion, ſuch a Chaos 
of Atheiſm and Enthuſiaſm have form'd ſo excellent a 
Conſtitution both of Church and State. 

Now that tlieſe are Bleſſings, and of the firſt Rate 
too, if we had no other Evidence, is plain from the 
Text it ſelf, where they are Promiſed as. ſuch; for fo 
I preſume to underſtand the Juages, and the City of 
Righteouſneſs, to denote the Civil Government, the 
Counſellors and the Faithful City, the Eccleſiaſtical. But 
whether the Prophecy was to find its Accompliſh: 
ment at the Reſtoration of the Jewiſh State after the 


Babyloniſh Captivity, or at the more Signal, and 


long- expected Coming of the Mef72h, need not I think, 
at this time at leaſt, trouble Interpreters; it ſeeming to be 
plain that they are both aimed at here, the former in the 
firſt and immed:ate Signification of the Words, the latter 
in the more remote, but more eminent deſignment. of the 
Spirit. Whence I ſhall not divide theſe in the Proſecu- 
tion of my Diſcourſe, they are both I humbly con- 
ceive very fitly accommodated to our preſent Purpoſe, 


and both of mighty Concern to Us; the One, as we. 


are Engliſhmen; the other, as we are Chriſtians---- 


The Words then thus briefly accounted for, afford 


Us theſe following Heads to entertain our Meditati- 


ons at this Time, and point.out. to Us our Obligation 
thereupon. 


I. That 


the Lower Houſe of Convocation. 5 


I. That the Over-ruling Providence of Almighty 
God, as in all things, ſo is more efpecially intereſted in 
the greater Revolutions of Human Affairs; I will re- 
fore, ſays God Himſelf emphatically. 
II. That the Reſtoration of Government after Cap- 
tivity, Confuſion or Diſſettlement; and of Religion 
after Hypocriſie, Impiety, and Prophaneneſs, is a 
mighty Bleſſing, both as to Sacred and ſecular Affairs. 
Notwithſtanding thy Demerits, upon thy Repentance ] will 
reſtore thy Juages, and thy C * at 
III. That it is yet a greater Bleſſing, when a Go- 
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vernment with which we were acquainted, a Religion 

we formerly profeſs'd, are re- eſtabſiſp'd; Thy Judges as 

: at the firit, Thy Counſellors as at the beginning, 

: IV. And Laftly, That we are hereupon in the high- 

1 eſt manner obhged'to make good the Character, to be 

5 call'd, that is in Scripture-Language really to become, 

e The City of Righteouſneſs, The Fairhful City. 

E 1 

1 I. That the Over-ruling Providence of Almighty 1 

C God, as in all things, ſo is more eſpecially intereſted in f 

1 the greater Revolutions of Human Affairs. I will re- k 

1 ſtore, ſays God, with a Noble Emphaſis of Mercy. f 

e, It would need an Apology, ſhould I in this or any : 

be. Audience, inſiſt on either the Explaining or Aſſertin 
this ſo great and acknowledg'd a Truth; ſince the wi : N 
Government of the Univerſe, and the Regular Diſpo- 7 

"> ſal of all the various Occurrences and Events therein, : 

"4 can never be queſtion*d to proceed from Providence, by fl 

on any, but by Them, who can ſwallow the moſt mon- f 


ſtrous Abſurdity of this beautiful Fabrick's taking its 

firſt Riſe and Origin from blind unguided Chance, or 

the fortuitous Concourſe of buſie Atoms. Vet this 1 
lat cannot forbear remarking, That however ſome have 


of 


+ 
1 


- 


Sermon Preach'd before 


of late, either doubted, or pretended to do fo, of the 
Interpoſal of Providence in the Concern of Men; yet 
it has always been in all Countries, and Ages of the 
World, ſo univerſally. receiv'd a Truth, that (not to 
mention the Sacred Hiſtory) there is not a prophane 
Writer to be found, who does not think he has ſuffi- 
ctently and rationally accounted for the otherwiſe un- 
accountable -Revolutions and Changes of States and 
Empires, whilſt he reſolv'd thoſe ſtrange and amazing 
Alterations into the mere Will and Pleaſure of the 
Gods, and the un{-archable Councils and Directions 
of Heaven; and indeed when great and ſignal Occur- 
rences, and unexpected Changes have been brought 
about, beyond the Reach and Foreſight of the Wiſeſt 
Councils and Contrivances of Men, contrary to their 
Hopes and Expectations, and all human Probability, 
without, and againſt, all ordinary and accuſtomed 
Means, there is in Nature no Cauſe they can be attri- 
buted unto but an Almighty, Uncontroulable, and 
Over-ruling Providence. And give me leave to add 
farther, a common Obſervation, that I conceive: there 
is an unavoidable Neceſſity of the Divine Interpoſal in 
National Affairs at ſome times more remarkably for 
the effectual convincing Men of one of the greateſt 
and dreadfulleſt Attributes of the Almighty, I mean 
his Juſtice. For tho? particular Perſons may be, and 
often are here, and hereafter All ſhall infallibly be ſa- 
tisfied of the Exactneſs of the Divine Juſtice; yet Com- 
munities and Societies, Kingdoms and Nations as ſuch, 
are not otherwiſe capable of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments than in this preſent World, becauſe in the next 
their Ties and Conſtitutions being diſſolved, they can- 
not be conſider'd but in their ſeveral] Members; and 
therefore it is requifite that incredulous Mankind 
ſhould be ſhew'd the Finger of God in their 1 
10uld 
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ſhould fee a ſinful Nation actually ſmarting under im- 


mediate Divine Vengeance; and again when that. is 
ſatisfy'd, and the People have fincerely repented, that 
the Almighty Mercy and Infinite Benignity ſhould 
ſhine upon them in Reſtoration and Proſperity, .... .. 

Now theſe two Remarks, as they unanſwerably de- 
monſtrate the Intereſt which Providence has in Hu- 
man Affairs in the general, ſo they are more. particu- 
larly and eminently ſerviceable to our preſent Buſineſs, 
and juſtifie the Divine Power and Juſtice in the Reſto- 
ration we are now Commemorating. His Power and 
immediate Interpoſal in it is Remarkably conſpicuous. 
For now by the Juſt Permiſſion of Heaven, 2nd de- 
ſerv'd Indignation at our provoking Sins; prevailing 
Treaſon, and Succeſsful Wickedneſs had triumpb'd 
over our Conſtitution, and trampled upon our Elta- 
bliſhment ; had invaded our Property, and ſilenc'd 


| our Laws; had baniſh'd all decent Worſhip of God, 


and extirpated Religion, and demoliſh'd the Fabrick 
of our Church and State, pulPd up the very Founda- 
tions of both, and leſt not fo much as the Ruines of 
Either, fo to let Poſterity ſee how their Progenitors 
had been bleſs'd; in a word, had utterly undone and 
ruin'd the whole Nation, and the feveral Degrees of 
Men in it, had beggar'd the Gentry, murther'd the 


Nobility, and embru'd their Hands in the Blood of 


their King. 


Deſolations theſe were of the higheſt Nature, aud 


ſuch as made all Men look upon this Nation, as un- 


er a dreadful Anathema, as excommunicated by God, 
and entirely given over to the Power of Satan; ſuch as. 


made jt manifeſt, atleaſt in all human Appearance, that 
we were not only to be ſecretly Diſciplin'd, but utterly 
deſtroyꝰd, and aſſign'd over to perpetual Ruin. And in 


this gloomy Midnight of Affliction, there appear*d no | 
8 | Dawn- 
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1 of a future Day. The Loyal Subjects that 
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were, if I may fo ſay, Condemn'd to live, were incon- 
ſiderable in Strength, and few in Number; all Attempts 


had failed, no human means probable, nothing now left 
but to deſpair for ever of Succeſs ; It's true whilſt there 


was any hopes, there were many generous Efforts made 


to recover the Crown, but theſe God knows teſtiſyed 


rather the Will than the Power of thoſe engaged in 
them, and were more like the laſt ſtruggles of Expi- 
ring Honeſty, than ſuch as might promiſe Effect. It 


ſeems God would not proſper impatient Loyalty, he 


reſerved the Management and Honour to himſelt, and 
when all Human Policy lay as it were dead, He came 


forth, made his Arm bare, and brought forth the won- 


derful Event. Thus, O, God! We have heard with our 
Ears, and Our Fathers have declared unto Us, the Noble 
Works that thou didſt in their Days ! 

Andas the Power of God was thus ſignally engaged 
in bringing about the Reſtoration, ſo was his 225 
as eminently viſible in it. He had been pleaſed to 
make Uſe of the vilelt Inſtruments to Scourge our 


overgrown Impieties, who whilſt they were at once 


both gratifying their own Luſts and Cruelty, their 
Revenge and Ambition, and alſo 8 the juſt Ends 
of Providence in puniſhing the Sins of Others, they 
entitled their Villanies to the impulſe of the Spirit, 
aſcribed their Succeſs to his Directions. 

Now what could the ijur'd Juſtice of Heaven do lcfs, 
than fruſtrate their Endeavors, infatuate their Counſels, 
and baffle their Deſigns; to let the abuſed World ſee, 
what a bold Preſumption, and horrid Blaſphemy it 
was, to make Heaven Patronize the blackeit of 
Crimes ! --- The Succeſs which for ſome time did at- 
tend their Projects, had too fad an Influence, God 
knows, both upon that preſent , and this ſucceeding 

| Age, 
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the Loader Hos Conwcation. 
e, and has been the only Reaſon aſſignahle of that 
onſtrous encreaſe of Atheiſm, which has of late, 
beyond all the Examples of former Times, been ob- 
ſerved to reignamong Us: and Good God how much 
more would the Infection have ſpread, if their Suc- 
ceſs had longer continued! The Proſperity of the 
Wicked has ſomething in it, ſtrongly tempting to In- 
fidelity, and is but too proper an Occaſion for the De- 
vil to take to ſuggeſt it. The Pſalmiſt himſelf tho? 
arm'd, with the Divine Aſſiſtance. could ſcarce with- 
ſtand it, it almoſt, ſtagger'd his Faith, Himſelf tells us 
59 55 73. v. 2.) His Feet were almaoſt gone, his Treadings 


A 


ad well nigh ſiip' d, when he ſaw the Ungodly in ſuch Proſ- 


perity; and when he daily ſaw the like, and every one could 
point to the wor ſt of men. v. 12. Lo theſe are the Ungoaly 
theſe proſper in the World, and theſe haue riches in Poſſeſſi- 
on. What Wonder is it if the good Man ſhould be 
prompted to ſay, Then have I cleans d my Heart in vain, 
and waſhd my Hands in Innocence, When the aſtoniſhed 


World look'd on, and bluſh'd to fee prevailing, Trea- 


1. 


umph, and tlie worſt of Rebellions that ever was: 


Time to anſwer all Objections of this Nature, fully to 
C vindicate 
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vindicate his Juſtice and abſolve his Providence when he 
brought back the rightful Heir and placed him on his 
Fathers Throne. When he reſtored our Judges as at 
the firſt, and our Counſellors, as at the beginning; So that 
a Man ſhall now ſay. Yerily there is a Reward for the 
Righteous , doubtleſs there is « God that juages the 
Earth ! 


II. Which leads to the Second Remark ſuggeſted in 
the Text, viz. Thar Reſtoration of Government after 
Captivity, Confuſion, and Diſſettlement: Religion 
after the prevailing of Hypocriſie, Impiety and Pro- 
phaneneſs is a mighty Bleſſing, both as to the Sacred and 
Secular Affairs of a People. | 

There is no room left for doubring the Truth of this 
Obſervation, to him that ſhall conſider that the Promiſe 


made of this in the Text was always look'd upon by 


them whoſe Happineſs it was to be concern'd in it, as 
the greateſt temporal Bleſſing Heaven could beſtow; 
and not only when they were in Expettation, but after 
the Accompliſhment of it ; it was alwaysacknowledg- 
ed as ſuch, by the Jews, after their Deliverance from 
the Captivity of Babylon; and by the Chriſtians upon 
their joyful Reſcue from Sin and Death, at the Promul- 
"vey of the Goſpel. 
eave further to reflect that it is from Government alone 


that we enjoy all that We poſſeſs; that is, All we have, 


by the peculiar Bounty of the Divine Providence, to 
be ſecured to us by theſe means. If our Poſſeſſions, 
if our Safety, if Property, Liberty and Life it ſelf; 
if (what is infinitely dearer to the good Man) the 
Profeſſion of true Religion be highly valuable; Then 
aſſuredly it muſt be allowed, that the Enjoyment of 
theſe is emphatically a Bleſſing. YT HR 
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And he that will give himſelf 
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*Tis true, whilſt we ſet quiet and at eaſe, every Man 
under his own Vine, and under his own Fig-tree, we 
are very little apt to be truly ſenſible of our Felicity, 
(0p tis our en as well as Fault that we are 
o) yet when once we have ſmarted under Conſuſion 
and Civil War, we then learn truly to value, what be- 
fore we fooliſhly neglected, as we do our Health then 
moſt, when we have known the Want of it. And 
what has been ſaid of Government, is, in a better 
Senſe true of Religion too; This looks farther than our 
preſent ſecurity, and gives us a Claim and Title to an 
Eternal Eſtabliſhment ; yet in this whilſt we are per- 
mitted the free Exerciſe of it, we grow dead and un- 
active, formal and indifferent. We have not that Re- 
liſh of it, that noble Concern for it we ought to enter- 
tain; but Men are then moſt zealous for it, when it is 
prohibited; and there are then the molt, and beſt 
Chriſtians, when it is the leaſt countenanced, and moſt 
dangerous to profeſs. This our Fathers experienc'd, 
when they purchaſed a ſhort Enjoyment of it at the 
price of all that they were worth, and thought it a good 
Bargain too. Wherefore it is a very ungrateful De- 
meanour inus not to ſet a higher value upon that which 
they paid ſo very dear for. 

It 1s too melancholy a Subje& to be too much dwelt 
upon to reflect upon the ſeveral Circumſtances of 
the Ruin of our Church and State. To remember that 
the ſtrangeſt Nonſenſe and wildeſt Extravagances were 
aſcribꝰd to the ſuggeſtion of no leſs a Power than that of 


theHoly Spirit,withPrayers much better to be ofter*d to 


a Heathen Deity, than the only Great God of Heaven 
and Earth. To read that thoſe who ſcruple a lawiul 
Oath, ſwallow'd the rankeſt Perjury; that Atheists 
tought for Religion, and Heathens for the Pure kun 
25 7 
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7 of Chriſt; with many ther wicked Abſurdities pro- 
ceeding from the moſt uinparalleꝰd Hypocriſſe. 
Had our Government, and Church, always continu- 
ed according to their firiſt Eſtabliſhment, Without any 
Alteration or Diſturbance, we might have heen fort- 
nate and at eaſe, have facrificed to our own Netts, 
and had been proud of chem us if they had been our 
own Inventions, but we had never ſo well known 
their more remote and inward Worth; or that the Fa- 
vour of God was ſo mingled with them: But no they 
have been tryed, and ſearch'd by the Maliceof Devils, 
and Subtilty of Men; and in all this Winnow there 
was found but little Chaff, they are returnꝰd to us with 
their Excellency more diſcover'd, and honour'd with 
Second Approbation of Heaven. 5 
Leet us reflect upon theſe things, and from thence 
learn to value the Happineſs of an eſtabliſÞd Govern- 
ment, our judges and our Counſellors which this da 
reſtored, the regular Adminiſtration of a due Courſe ct 
Juſtice, and the decent Exerciſe of a truly Primitive and 
Chriſtian Worſhip. 
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III. Let us proceed and remember further, (Which 
is the 3d. Obſervable) that it is yet a greater Bleſſing, 
when a Government with which we were 'acquninted, 
when a Religion we formerly profeſs'd is re- eſtabliſu'd. 
Thy Jaages as at the firit, Thy Counſellors as at the Be- 

tning. T 

| : ere Multitude maybe deluded 
] into a Deſire of Change, and pleagd with the Hopes 
of Novelty, yet it is notorious, and Experience has 
; ſhew?d-us, we can never acquieſce or ſettle upon any 
| Bottom, but that in which our Anceſtors for ſo many 
Centuries of Years have liv'd happy and at Eaſe. 1 
know not what Advantage ſome eaſie Men might pro- . 
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1 miſe themſelves from untried Forms of Government, 
and nem. Models of Religion; but this we are ſure of, 

that When they Were experienc'd they never pleas d, 

When they were in uſe they never fatisfy?d ; That 
When they had run thro' all poſſible Kinds of Rule, 
and more Sorts of Religion than were known in the 
World before, not one of them anſwer'd their Expecta- 
tion they more eagerly thirſted after the old Methods 

of Happineſs and Peace, than ever they had clamour?d 

for Radreſs of Grievances, and Reformation of Religi- 
on. And no onder, when they could not reflect, but that 
their Fathers had liv'd Happy and Renown'd, under 

the Influence of the One, and had attain'd to, and 

were now bleſſed in Heav'n by the Practice of the 
Other. Themſelves:had found the Convenience of a 
well-govern'd Monarchy, a Sort of Government An- 
cient as the World, and which the firſt Records of 

Time aſſure Us has been univerſally receiv'd. 

And thoſe of them who had any Reliſh of Religion, 


old as Chriſtanity it ſelf; the fame which our Saviour 
2 came to inſtitute, which His Apoſtles preachd, and 
ich which the firſt and belt Chriſtians practis d. 


ng, But that we may be the better ſatisſied of this, wc 
oe, * will conſider more particularly, what the Condition 
Hl. . 


of our Church and State was at firſt, that is, before 


Be- our Fatal Troubles; and compare 'em with thoſe re- 

ece..ſtabliſh'd at the Reſtoration, that ſo we may diſco- 

ded ® ver how punQually it has pleas'd God to make good 

Opes | His Promiſe in the Text to Our Nation in parti- 
has cular, | 

any And here, if there be pay Credit to be given to 

any | thoſe who were Eye-Witneſſes of Affairs then, or to 


s 1 them who have conſign'd the Notice of thoſe Times 
pro- to Poſterity, We muſt know that things were then 


knew that this of the Church of England, 1s as 
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in a very happy and flouriſhing Poſture; our Nation 
enjoy'd a Serene Peace and Tranquillity at home, and 
abroad was the Glory of this Part of the World, and 
conſequently the Envy and Terror of its,Enemies. 
The Effects oftheſe were our being courted andcarreſs'd 
by others, and the enjoying Riches, Plenty and Abun- 
dance amongſt our ſelves; Our Countries were fruit- 
ful and our Cities abounded in Trade; Our publick 
Concerns were manag'd by prudent and moderate 
Counſels, and our Benches filb'd with Grave and Im- 
partial Judges, and hence the whole Body of the Peo- 


N ple were bleſſed, with a free and hs e Diſtribution D. 
of Jultice ------ Our Church, was ruled by a Set of the Th 
moſt renowned and pious Prelates in the whole World, 0 
and the Pulpits fill'd with a Reverend, Learned, diſin- ſW 


tereſted Orthodox Clergy ; The Laity were guided in- 
to the direct way to Heaven, were inſtructed in the reſt 
true Principles of Faith, and the Duties of Chri- 

ſtianity, were taught firſt to fear their God, and ho- ſho 


nor their Ring. 

And to complete all other Bleſſings God was pleaſed 2 
to place over us the Mildeſt of Princes and the beſt of hes 
Men, the tendereſt Father of his People, and moſt in- Th 
dulgent Governour that England had known. A King, ? 
whoſe Study it was to make his Subject eaſie, to gra- bleſ 
tifie their Deſires at the Price of his own Prerogative; 11 
and to conſerve their both ſacred and civil Rights, with us 
the Expence of his deareſt Blood ------ A King eminent ma 

- for the Accompliſhments both of his private and poli- toi 
tick Capacity; for all the Vertues that adorn a Crown, 1. 

and all the Graces that make a Saint, and theſe in a de- upc 

gree beyond the Example of tormer Ages. Str. 
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"Theſe were the Circumſtances our Affairs were tlien 


in, and how happy were we, and how much more 
might we have been, if our prodigious Inſenſibility 
and Ingratitude had not juſtly provok'd God to Change 


the Face of things, to puniſh this abuſe of our Settle- 


ment and Order, with the moſt deplorable Confuſions, 


and fink us from this weight of Felicity, into the loweſt 


abyſs of Miſery ? 
But, bleſſed be that over-ruling Providence and Wiſe 
Diſpoſer of all things, who ſa it fitter for us to alter 


Oar Conſtitution ! poſſibly ſo much Happineſs might 
have ſurfeited us into the Denyal of Our God, we 


might have been full, and ſaid, who is the Lord] Poſſi- 
bly, if we had not known the want of it, we might 


never. have rightly valued our Eſtabliſbment, and poſhbly 


too it was neceſſary to make way for this days Bleſſing, 
for the Accompliſhment of this Promiſe to Us, for the 
reſtoring our Judges as at the firit, and our Counſellors as 


at the beginning; poſſibly without theſe ſufferings we 


ſhould have forgot our ſelves, and ſhould never have 
been call'd the City of Righteouſneſs, the Faithful City. 


And if theſe were the great ends to which Heaven 
made our Troubles Subſervient, it we could not have 
heen ſo happy as we are without having ſmarted under 


Them, what reaſon then have we of Complaint 2? 


Methinks on theſe-conditions, We may look up and 


bleſs the hand that ſtruck, and the rod that chaſtis d us. It 


is time therefore to ſee with a Religious Gratitude how - 
| exactly the Promiſe was made good, and in what 
| manner, by the bounty of Heaven, our Affairs are re- 


ſtored. 


| Afﬀeer infinite Turns and Changes the State ſettled 
upon its antient Bottom, after a long diverting the 


Streams of Juſtice, they at length Flow'd again in their 


old Channel; and thus were our Judges reſtored as at the 


firſt, 
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And thus by comparing this Scene of Affairs with 
that before the Wars, We ſee how exactly God accom- 
pliſhed the Prophecy in the Text to us, and at the ſame 
time how j much the Bleſſing of the Reſtoration is en- 
hanced, when. a Government with which we are ac- 
quainted, when a Religion we formerly profeſs'd was 


Re- eſtabliſhed. 


IV. And now. what return can We make? What 
{hall we. render unto the Lord for all theſe Benefits he 
hath 
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hath done unto us? Why the Text here points out dur 
Duty to us, which is the laſt thing to be conſidered, vix. 
That we are in the higheſt degree obliged to make 


good the Character, to be called directly, that is in 
ture Language, really to become the City of Righ- 


Seri 
reſo the faithful City, 

Now the leaſt that can be imported by this Character 
of a Righteous City, is, that from a due execution of 
Juſtice and Equity, by Them in Authority, the People 
ſhould in the main be prevail'd upon to a general 

actice of them in their Lives and Converſations : And 
* faithful City, cannot be implyed leſs, than that 
now we are ſo powerfully convinc'd of the Excel- 
lency of our Eſtabliſp d Religion, we ſhould perſevere in 
the hearty profeſſion of the True Faith, and in a corre- 


ſpondent Practice. 


Our Obligation to both theſe, beſides what has been 
already ſuggeſted, will ariſe from theſe following 
Heads 


I. Becaufe Providence is equally concern'd in our Af- 
fairs, now as heretofore; And if it did then ſo ſeverely Ani- 
madvert upon our failure in theſe particulars, what can 
we'e expect leſs than that the ſame Puniſhment ſhould at- 
tend the ſame Sins? I may add too, that we have expe- 
rienc*d the Indulgence of Heaven, and our Prevaricati- 
on now, will mach aggravate our Guilt, ſince the abuſe 
of Mercy is the moſt provoking of Affronts. 


II. We are engaged to make good this Character, 
becauſe Male-Adminiſtration, Oppreſſion and Injuſtice 
on the one hand, and on the other, Careleſsneſs, In- 
conftancy, and formality in Religion, have a natural 
tendency to re- involve us in Wars and Deſtruction: 
When theſe grow Epidemical and National, and the 

| D Perſons 


18 J Sermon Preach before 


Perſons remain unpuniſh'd, it is no ſmall approach 


to it. 


III. We are obliged to perſevere in theſe Virtues, 
becauſe we now ſeem to be upon our laſt time of Pro- 
bation. Heaven has tried all its Arts of Diſcipline up- 
on us, has uſed all its laſt Methods, both of Judgment 
and of Mercy; ſo that if theſe now fail to work on 
us, there ſeems to be nothing further for us to expect 
but the laſt remedy of Obſtinacy and Incorrigibleneſs, 
utter Exciſion and Extirpation. Add to this, that it is 
the extremity of Folly, a moſt unaccountable Madneſs, 
for us to take pains to be undone, by the ſame means 
which ſo lately ruined us. To let the very ſelf ſame 
Sins throw us into that deplorable condition, which 
we have already experienc'd to be ſo intolerable. 

But alas! notwithſtanding” our great obligations, 
which gratitude calls aloud upon us to remember: 
We can never be this City of Righteouſneſs, this Faith- 
ful City, till on-one hand Corruption, Oppreſſion, 
and unlawful Self-Intereſt, be diſcountenanc'd, as Pra- 
Qices leading to the certain Ruin of our Country, which 
was on this Day ſo happily reſcued from it. : 

- But above all, as to 13 concerns, God knows 
we as much need a Caution. The old Spirit of Infide- 
lity and Atheiſm ſtill haunts us, and the Itch of Novel- 
ty and Alterations in the Church will not let us reſt qui- 
et in our Eſtabliſhment ; As to the firſt it is prodigious to 
think that the Hag which heretofore like its Parent the 
Devil, lurked only in Corners, and walked in Darkneſs, 
{ſhould now lay aſide its Mask, and appear in publick, 
and in the face of the Sun. The ugly Monſter is 
grown now familiar, and That which human Nature 
uſed to Shriekand Startleat,is become a piece of Gallan- 


try, to dare to be an Atheiſt. 


The 


— 


the Lower Hoiſe of Convocation. 19 


—_— 


The other Principle too, tho? it is dreſs'd with a 
fairer Pretence, will as effectually undo Us, as this. 
The defire of Unhinging the preſent Inſtitution of our 


Church, tho? it lurks under the ſpecious Name of 


Union, or Comprehenſion, or the Reformation of {ome 
indifferent Things, or Condeſcenſion with, our weaker 
Brethren. 

But now we are {peaking of unreaſonable Proceed- 
ings, I cannot upon this Day, but take notice of the 
Barbarity of this ingrateiul Nation, when to ſpeak 
well of that Glorious King, whoſe happy Return we 
this Day commemorate, is of all Diſcourſes the moſt 
unpleaſing, is of all Converſation (amongſt ſome Men) 
the moſt unſaſhionable. Every little Trader in Poli- 
ticks takes Advantage of ſleeping Majeſty, paints him 
firſt a Monſter, and then he every where enlarges up- 
on the horrible Qualities of a Beall of his own making. 

It any ungrateiul Subject thinks himſelf oblig*d to 
quarrel with the Inhrmitics of the Prince on This day, 
to qualifie himſelf for ſuch an undeſirable Task, theſe 
two Things ſeem proper to be done: 


Fir#, That before he enters upon ſo unkind an Em- 
ploy ment, He ſhould be cxamin'd by a never-tailing, 
Judge, (his own Conſcience) whether he is free from 


Faults himfelf ? 


Seconaly, That he {ſhould conſider, that Crowned 
Heads, the Anointed of the Lord, exact our utmoſt 
Duty and Reverence, even aſter the Prince has died 
lite other Men. As the Diadem after him preſerves tlie 
ſame Luſtre, ſo ſhould we, as dutiful Subjects, main- 
tain the ſame Reſpect to the Memory of Him, ho 
adorn'd it: Him whom we engag'd our ſelves to 
honour and obey whilſt upon Earth 
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As to the Examination ot our Conſciences, whether 
we are free from Faults our ſelves, the God of Truth 
knows*we ſhall immediately receive a Negative An- 
Wer: And if ſo, how can we think our ſelves any 
way qualified to judge even another's Servant, ſmce 
St. Paul has told us, That to his. own Maſter he ſtands 
or falls. Io 

Food if this was the Doctrine of our Saviour, deliver- 
ed to us hy the Inſpired Apoſtle, that to cenſure even 
our Equals, was looked upon to be an Invaſion of the 
Divine Prerogative, the ſole equitable Judge of our Acti- 
ons, (either by himſelf or the Miniſters deputed by him) 
what can we ſay for our Freedoms of this kind towards 
Kings, who in former Days wereacknowledged to be our 
Parents. 

But then as to the ſecond thing, the liberty of abu- 
ſing the Memory of Crowned Heads, in the Caſe of 
the Prince before us: We of the Clergy now Aſſembled, 
are highly obliged to think it unreaſonable, not to give 
it a harder Name. ?Tis true there are ſome who have ta- 
ken a freedom which I dare not r to exerciſe, 
in reflecting upon the laſt Scene of his Life, in relation 
to Religion. Be that as it will, we of this Houſe can- 


not but be ſenſible of the ſucceſsful uſe of his Power, 
in Re-eſtabliſhing the beſt of Churches. We know, 


T hope with gratitude that he Improved, Ratified and 
Confirmed, the moſt regular Orthodox Liturgy, that 
was ever yet extant : A Liturgy in which we Wor- 
ſhip our God with Decency, and in Order, without the 
Feppery of Popiſh Superftition, or the Radereſs of Fana- 


tical Enthuſiaſm : A Liturgy ſo perfect, that we very 


well know, that there are Perfons to be found (of no 
fmall Note} who have expreſſed themſelves to be not a 
little pleaſed, that their Propoſals of amendment of it, 
(without doubt honeſtly defign'd) were as honeſtly 
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rejected, and allowing withal, that our Conftitution was 
preſerv'd by ſo Friendly an Oppoſition. ; 

If theſe then were the Benefits we received this day 
from the hand of Providence, cannot we ſuffer, His 
Sacred Aſhes to Reſt in the Grave, whoſe Life here was 
wholly ſpent in Contriving our Eaſe and Quiet? Is there 
an abſolute 8 that we ſhould load his Name 
with Reproaches, Who gave us the beſt Pattern of good 
Breeding, in his never having ſaid a harſh thing of any 
Man, though the Meaneſt of his Subjects? "= 

We have for above this Forty Years appear'd on this 


day, andin a Devout and Solemn manner offered up 


our Praiſes and Thankſpivings for the Deliverance and 
Reſtoration vouchſafed. Let us not then by ill Princi- 
ples give our Practice the Lye, and let us not deſtroy 
the Bleſſing, for which we have ſo often, and ſeeming- 
ly, ſo heartily Thank'd God; let us be content with 
our Eſtabliſt®d Forms, both of Church and State. 

Let us not with our own hands pull down that Fabrick, 
under whoſe Ruins we are ſure to periſh.. To the 
end of avoiding which DeſtruQtion, Unchriſtian in the 
Deſign, and Unnatural in the Means ot effeCting it ; Let 
it not be ſaid that any of Us in this Place who, have the 
Honor to wait at the Altar, ſhall at any time contribute to 
the weakening its Foundation, either through willful 


. Ignorance, Cowardice or ſelf Interet. We are happy 


in being Members of the beſt conſtituted Church in the 


World ʒeminent abroad as well as at home, among honeſt / 
unſeebing Men. And it were to be wiſht that ſome, 
even amongſt our ſelves, entertained as kind Thoughts 


of our Conſtitution, as thoſe that admire and reſpect 
it in remote parts, where there can be no ground of 
Jealouſie of their being any way Corrupted, 


But 
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But our Happineſs is that Epiſcopac according to the 


Promiſe of the Text beingreſtor'd withGod's Aſſiſtance, 


we are in no danger of heing Betrayed, either by want 
of Courage, or any other indecent Infirmity. Under 
this pleaſing Hope, let us, as we are bound, do our 
Reſpective Duties with firmneſs and Sincerity. 
Let us in the firſt place amend our Lives, let 
us love one another in — Stricteſt Interpretation of 
the Command given us by our Bleſſed Saviour, and in 
the fame ſence Honour and Obey: our King, by 
whoſe Authority we are now Aſſembled. The fame 
Rule of Obedience, 1n a lower degree will oblige us to 
obey our Superiors in the Church and State in all their 


Legal Demands, Let us, now met, exerciſe our Cha- 


rity towards our Diſtreſſed Brethren abroad, as well as 
our Submiſſion to thoſe that preſide over us at Home. 
In one Word, God has wonderfully reſtored our 


Judges as at the firſt, and our Counſellors as at-the be- 


ginning, Let us therefore, with the utmoſt Gratitude 
Bleſs his Great and Holy Name, /et us ſhem forth his 
Praiſe, notonly with our Lips, but in our Lives, 

It concerns us that all our Actions ſhould teſtifie our 
juſt Eſteem of the Engliſh Eſtabliſh'd Church and Mo- 
narchy ; let us in earneſt make good the Character and 
endeavour to be truly call dhe Faithful City, the City of 
Riphteouſneſs ; Which may it pleaſe God to Grant, 
through the Merits of his Son our Bleſſed Saviour, Jeſus 
Chrizt, to whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


aſcribed all Worſhip, Honour and Glory now and for ever- 
more, Amen. 


FINIS. 


